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Which  vegetables  for  home  garden?  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 


What  tools  to  buy? 
%en  plant  different  vegetables? 





Garden  talk  is  the  order  of  the  day  as  the  garden  specialists  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture  answer  questions  from  three  homemakers  who  are  anxious 
to  do  their  part  to  "grow  more  in' 44. " 

Let's  read  the  first  question  in  the  mailbag  today:     This  writer  asks,  "Which 
vegetables  do  you  recommend  for  the  home  garden?"    What  you  grow  in  your  garden 
depends  on  what  you  and  your  family  like,  but  the  garden  experts  recommend  that 
you  let  your  garden  contribute  to  the  health  of  the  family  by  growing  things  that 
are  good  for  you  as  well  as  good  eating. 

It's  important  to  include  some  of  the  green  leafy  vegetables  in  your  garden, 
and  to  keep  them  coming  in  all  during  the  growing  season.     You  can  start  off  with 
spinach,  mustard,  and  turnip  greens  in  early  spring,  follow  along  with  chard  or 
New  Zealand  spinach  in  summer,  then  finish  off  in  the  fall  with  late  spinach  or 
kale,  and  collards.     These  last  three  will  stand  considerable  freezing  in  the  fall. 

Then,  of  course,  try  to  have  tomatoes  and  beans.     They're  both  easy  to  grow 
in  most  parts  of  the  country,  and  tomatoes  are  easy  to  can,   t<ro,  so  count  on 
growing  some  to  use  next  winter.    Beets,  carrots,  and  some  varieties  of  onions 
store  well  so  you  can  plant  them  early  for  use  during  the  summer  and  again  later 
for  storing  after  harvest.     Cabbage  is  easy  to  grow — just  don't  overplant  it, 
because  it  doesn't  keep  long  after  heading. . though  of  course  you  can  make  sauer- 
kraut out  of  the  suaplus. 

Sweetpotatoes,  potatoes,  and  swe^t  corn  are  good  energy  foods,  but  they  need 


quite  a  "bit  of  garden  space,  so  grow  them  only  if  you  have  plenty  of  room. 

In  addition  to  all  these  crops,  the  past  few  years  the  garden  specialists 
have  called  attention  to  another  vegetable  they  recommend  for  home  gardens — soy- 
beans.   But — soybeans  are  not  for  small  gardens.    They  need  2  to  3  feet  "between 
rows,  S3  they'd  take  up  too  much  space  in  a  small  plot,    However,  if  your  garden's 
medium- to- large,  you  may  like  to  try  soybeans.    They  are  already  popular  on  many 
dinner  tables  throughout  the  country. 

Soybeans  need  just  about  the  same  kind  of  soil  and  cultivation  as  the  common 
bush  beans,  but  they're  slower-growing  than  most  garden  beans —  they  need  3  to  4 
months  to  mature,  and  they  need  warm  weather  too. 

Soybeans  are  a  fairly  new  garden  crop,  so  you  may  not  find  many  varieties  of 
seed.    The  varieties  differ  pretty  much  in  time  of  development,  so  see  your  local 
garden  advisers  about  varieties  to  be  sure  you  get  one  that  suits  your  climate. 
As  a  general  rule,  the  time  to  plant  soybeans  is  when  you  put  in  tomatoes  and  other 
crops  that  need  a  long  season  and  warm  weather. 

Well,  that's  what  the  gardening  experts  say  about  recommended  crops  for  the 
home  garden.    Now  for  a  question  about  tools.    This  letter  says,  "I'm  having  my 
first  garden  this  year.    What  tools  will  I  need7    Will  I  be  able  to  buy  what  I 
need?" 

You  won't  need  many  tools  for  a  small  garden — just  a  guod  spade,  or  spading 

fork. ..a  rake... a  hoe... a  strong  cord  for  laying  off  the  rows... and — if  you  can  

get  enough  garden  hose  to  reach  all  parts  of  the  garden  with  water.  You  may  want  a 
trowel  for  transplanting,  but  it  isn't  necessary.    If  your  soil  is  prepared  right, 
and  free  from  stones,  you  can  set  plants  more  easily  with  your  hands  than  with  a 
trowel. 

If  your  garden  is  large— that  is,  2, CJDO  square  fe»t  or  more — you'll  probably 
find  it  worthwhile  to  get  a  wheel  hoe.    For  all-purpose  work,  the  single-wheel  hoe 
is  probably  the  easier  to  handle,  although  many  gardeners  like  other  styles  better. 
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If  you  "buy  a  wheel  hoe,  be  sure  the  attachments  you  get  with  it  include  one  or 
more  hoe  "blades — they're  the  "best  for  weeding  and  cultivating. 

A  few  simple  tools  of  good  quality  are  a  "better  investment  than  equipment 
that's  poorly  designed  or  of  low  grade  material.    Some  of  the  garden  tools  were 

a  little  hard  to  buy  last  year,  but  this  year  the  supply  promises  to  be  adequate. 

Remember  you'll  get  longer  service,  and  better  work,  out  of  tools  that  are 
clean  and  "bright.    So  each  time  after  using  tools,  clean  them  thoroughly  bxA  wipe 
with  heavy  oil  to  prevent  rust.    And  remember  a  sharp  hoe  does  the  best  work  with 
the  least  effort.    Handle  rubber  garden  hose  with  special  care:  don't  let  it  get 
pinched  or  kinked,  and  when  it's  not  in  use,  keep  it  coiled  and  under  cover.  Jf 
you  hang  up  garden  hose,  be  sure  to  support  it  on  two  or  three  pegs,  spaced  far 
enough  apart  so  the  hose  won't  be  bent  or  pinched. 

And  now  for  our  last  piece  of  mail  today:     "How  can  I  know  the  right  time  to 
plant  the  different  vegetables  for  may  victory  garden?    I  don't  have  any  gardening 
experience. " 

The  best  way  to  determine  the  right  planting  time  for  garden  vegetables  is  to 
get  information  from  local  gardening  advisers,  or  from  your  state  agricultural 
college.    Temperatures  can  vary  so  much  between  localities,  that  often  the  right 
time  in  one  community  is  not  at  all  right  in  another  community  only  a  few  miles 
away.     So  make  sure  of  the  right  planting  dates  for  your  own  locality.    Planting  at 
the  right  time  is  one  of  the  most  important  elements  in  making  a  successful  garden. 

And  now  before  we  close  our  mailbag  session  for  today,  let  me  remind  you  about 
the  nevr  bulletin  called  "Growing  Vegetables  in  Town  and  City."    You  can  have  a  cops- 
of  this  free  bulletin  if  you'll  write  to  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Washington  25,  D,  C.    This  is  a  new  publication,  and  it  tells  how  to  plan  your 
garden,  how  to  prepare  the  soil,  what  equipment  you'll  need,  and  how  to  grow  the 
various  garden  crops.    Here's  the  name    of  the  bulletin  again:     "Growing  Vegetablef 
in  Town  and  City. " 


